
 



STA Annual Meeting 2015  
Pickwick Landing State Park 

Schedule Wednesday, October 21, 2015 

8:30 am -12:30 pm 

Pre-conference tour: 
An informative, self-drive tour of Shiloh National Military Park led by Myers Brown. 

Myers E. Brown II is an Archivist III in the Archival Development Program, at Tennessee State 
Library and Archives. He is a Governor and Fellow of the Company of Military Historians and a 
former president of the Tennessee Association of Museums. He is a graduate of Oglethorpe 
University and Middle Tennessee State University. He is author of Tennessee’s Union 
Cavalrymen; Tennessee Confederates, and Volume Five Editor, Tennessee Historical Society, 
Tennessee in the Civil War. Myers is also a member of the Tennessee War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Commission and the Tennessee Great War Commission. 

1:30-2:00 pm:  Conference registration - Pickwick Landing Inn 

2:00-2:15 pm:  Welcome! 

2:30-3:30 pm:  Concurrent Session 1 

Session 1a:  
The Digital Public Library of America: Democratizing Access to Digital Archives and Special 
Collections 

Suzanne Bonefas, Rhodes College & DPLA Community Representative 

The mission of DPLA is to bring together the riches of America’s libraries, archives, and 
museums, and to make them freely available to the world. This presentation will include an 
introduction to both the content of DPLA and its potential for supporting local preservation, 
curation and access initiatives. It will also focus on educational and outreach uses of the DPLA 
portal. 

Centralizing Access to Cultural Heritage: Building a Digital Public Library of America Service 
Hub in the State of Tennessee 

Carolyn Runyon, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Chair of TennShare Digital Library of 
Tennessee Committee 

Working with librarians, archivists, curators, and other cultural heritage professionals 
developing robust digital repositories, the Digital Library of Tennessee promotes the use of 
content to ever-expanding audience of researchers and educators around the globe by 
including the state’s digital collections in the Digital Public Library of America. Regional DPLA 
service hubs like the DLTN brings local digital cultural heritage to the national stage by making 
metadata records and thumbnails accessible in DPLA’s popular online repository of nearly 11 



million items! To date, the DLTN has successfully harvested more than 180,000 metadata 
records. This session will explore the governance, policies, and procedures of the DLTN, and will 
include information how to learn more and get involved with this collaborative endeavor. 

Session 1b: 
Using GIS to Explore Tennessee History with Archival Primary Sources. 

Wayne Moore & Genny Carter, Tennessee State Library and Archives 

The interactive, online Landscape of Liberation and Tennessee Civil War GIS applications have 
numerous educational uses for K-12 and advanced scholarly research. They enable students to 
explore African American and Civil War history in Tennessee with a robust GIS software, 
plotting more than 1400 military engagements and 185 sites across the state significant to the 
freedman experience-- contraband camps, places where black troops enlisted, and freedmen 
schools. These applications http://tnmap.tn.gov/civilwar/  and 
http://tnmap.tn.gov/CivilWar/freedmen/  connect nearly 1600 Tennessee sites to 
contemporary military accounts, historical maps, county Census data and digitized manuscripts 
and records. GIS gives archivists a powerful tool for delivering data and collections to users in 
geographical context.    

3:30-4:00 pm:  Break 

4:00-5:00 pm:  Concurrent Session 2 

Session 2a: 
Lesson Plans based around Primary Sources. 

Brian Irby, Arkansas History Commission  

The Common Core educational standards have introduced new ideas about literacy into 
curriculum development.  The emphasis on primary sources and non-fiction informational texts 
has challenged teachers to locate appropriate materials to use in their classrooms.  As a result, 
teachers are becoming more reliant on archives to provide material for classroom use.  Over 
the last two years, the Arkansas History Commission, the official state archives for Arkansas, 
has been involved in lesson plan development.  The AHC staff has created an educational 
program that could possibly be a model for other archives.  This presentation will discuss the 
procedure we have taken to produce lesson plans based around primary sources, some of the 
challenges the AHC has faced in creating these lessons, and how the lessons have become a 
helpful tool for outreach. 

Session 2b: 
The Development of Tennessee Graduate Student Interest in Archives: The Middle Tennessee 
State University Society of American Archivist Student Chapter, Origins, Current Status, and 
Future Plans 

Dallas Hanbury, Evan Spencer, Mona Brittingham, MTSU SAA student chapter 

Founded in spring 2014, the Middle Tennessee State University student chapter of the Society 
of American Archivists serves its members by offering skill-building workshops, networking 

http://tnmap.tn.gov/civilwar/
http://tnmap.tn.gov/CivilWar/freedmen/


opportunities, and community of peers. MTSU SAA enters the 2015 academic year intent upon 
achieving several goals, including meeting and engaging with Tennessee’s archival community. 
Accordingly, it wishes to introduce itself at the 2015 STA meeting via a presentation which will 
provide an overview of MTSU SAA’s history and past activities, its current status and ongoing 
projects, as well as its future goals and activities.    

Schedule Thursday, October 22, 2015 

9:00-10:00 am:  Concurrent Session 3 

Session 3a: 
Now on Display: Lessons Learned from Building an Exhibits Program at Duke University 
Medical Center Library & Archives 

Jolie Braun, Duke University Medical Center Archives 

In 2012 the Duke Medical Center Library & Archives (MCL&A) was in a unique position: 
institutional restructuring and the relocation of a unit meant that the MCL&A suddenly had its 
own exhibit space for the first time, leaving staff faced with the decision of how best to use it. 
We were fortunate to possess high-quality, secure exhibit cases in a low lit, environmentally 
controlled climate and plenty of exhibit supplies. What we did not have was designated staff 
with exhibit expertise, an exhibit policy or long-term schedule, or a wealth of artifacts and rare 
books to display. This presentation will discuss our process, how we addressed these 
challenges, and what we learned about how to build, manage, and promote a small, successful 
exhibits program.   

Session 3b: 
Arnold Air Force Base Archives 

Sharon Lee Butcher, retired special librarian 

Arnold Engineering Development Center (AEDC), Arnold Air Force Base, Tullahoma, houses a 
unique, limited archive which is sure to be of interest to regional historians as well as those 
researching WWII and aviation history in the United States.  While not all documents are in the 
archives because of restrictions, a few of the more notable items in the AEDC archives include: 
Original Nazi aerospace engineering documents, many from the Bavarian Motors Works 
(BMW), President Truman's official dedication of AEDC in the early 1950's, including his official 
chair, scale models, evaluated in AEDC wind tunnels, for aerodynamic performance of Boeing, 
Lockheed, etc., aircraft, and aircraft engine documents, to name a few. 

10:00-10:30 am:  Break 

10:30-11:30 am:  Concurrent Session 4 

Session 4a: 
Workflows and Best Practices in Outreach Activities 

Celia Walker, Vanderbilt University Libraries & Susan W. Knowles, Center for Historic 
Preservation, Middle Tennessee State University 



As GLAM institutions commit to new services designed to expand audiences, innovative 
workflows are needed to streamline development.  From early efforts to highlight circulating 
materials to visitors, exhibitions have become a means for sharing collections internationally, 
drawing new audiences to resources while raising the profile of the parent organization. Digital 
collections drawn from archival materials are rapidly coming online accompanied by interactive 
digital presentation tools, links and resources for further research and curriculum-based lesson 
plans. Speakers in this session will share their own efforts to codify workflow within physical 
and online environments. 

Session 4b: 
Three Part Harmony: Interpretation, Preservation and Interpretation. The STA, TAM, TPT 
Joint Meeting. A Roundtable Discussion. 

Myers Brown, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Jeff Wells, Tennessee State Parks, Kathy 
Smith, Vanderbilt University 

This session will be an open roundtable discussion focused on the historic joint meeting to be 
held in Nashville, March 16-18, 2016. Never in state history have the three organizations most 
responsible for preserving the heritage and culture of Tennessee met together. It will be a 
historic event. The theme for the meeting is "Three Part Harmony: Interpretation, Preservation 
and Inspiration.” The three presenters will provide a basic overview of the current plans, 
evening events, sessions, and speakers, and then open the floor to questions about the 
meeting. 

11:30 am-1:30 pm:  Lunch on your own. 

1:30-2:30 pm:  Concurrent Session 5 

Session 5a: 
Dusting ‘em Off and Hauling ‘em Out 

Kathy Cuff, Tusculum College 

This session will look at how the Tusculum College Archives participates in outreach 
opportunities and engages various groups. Previous outreaches have included homecoming 
displays, working with local African-American community member to digitalize their 
family/community history, and presentations on preservation techniques. With school and 
camp groups, we often take portions of our collections out of storage and allow campers to 
handle artifacts, books and documents. We open up our Rare Books to visitors of all ages and 
frequently use them to attract people at volunteer recruitment on campus. We are a part of a 
college campus, but that doesn’t mean professors are lining up to get their classes in here. We 
find out what various professors are teaching and email our professors to let them know that 
we have materials that may help their classes. 

Session 5b: 
German POW letters at Beaman Library, Lipscomb University 

Elizabeth Rivera & Marie Byers, Lipscomb University 



When the US Army captured German prisoners during World War II, what happened to them?  
What did the Army do with these prisoners?  Well, some of the German soldiers were brought 
to Lawrence County, Tennessee. Once these German prisoners were at the POW Camp in 
Lawrenceburg they worked on James Henry Stribling's farm.  James and his daughter, James 
Lois Stribling Brock, were so good to the prisoners that even after these German soldiers were 
repatriated and were back home in Germany, they continued to write letters to the Stribling 
Brock family. Now, Beaman Library at Lipscomb University has the collection of more than 357 
letters within our Archives.  We are working with the German professor from our English and 
Modern Languages on the letters. The story has been picked up by the Tennessean 
http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2015/07/10/letters-found-cereal-box-tell-
story-german-pows-tennessee/29995443/ and NBC Nightly News 
http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/cereal-box-held-hundreds-of-letters-penned-by-
wwii-pows-in-tennessee-501217347780   This story has been and is all about outreach. 

6:00 pm Society Banquet, Awards, and Business Meeting 

  Door Prizes!!  (Please contribute!) 

  

http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2015/07/10/letters-found-cereal-box-tell-story-german-pows-tennessee/29995443/
http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2015/07/10/letters-found-cereal-box-tell-story-german-pows-tennessee/29995443/
http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/cereal-box-held-hundreds-of-letters-penned-by-wwii-pows-in-tennessee-501217347780
http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/cereal-box-held-hundreds-of-letters-penned-by-wwii-pows-in-tennessee-501217347780


Schedule Friday, October 23, 2015 

9:00-10:30 am:  Session 6 

Tennessee’s Library and Archives: Outreach beyond the Building. 

Gordon T. Belt, Tennessee State Library and Archives 

Throughout its history, the Tennessee State Library and Archives has stood as both a historic 
institution preserving and making available archival materials, and as a vital arm of state 
government providing services to all branches of state government and to its citizens. While the 
current building has served us well over the years, the limits of our structure and location have 
forced us to be creative in our outreach efforts. Social media and video technology have offered 
us new and exciting ways to use that creativity to engage with the public. In 2013, TSLA 
launched its social media presence in an effort to share information about our collections and 
services well beyond the confines of our building. In that same year, TSLA completed its first 
video documentary, “Tennessee State Capitol: Grounded in Tradition”. The following year a 
second documentary honored the political life and legacy of Tennessee’s longest-serving 
legislator, Senator Douglas Henry. Our current video documentary project reflects upon the 
history of TSLA, its service to our state’s citizens, and its hopes for the future to further enhance 
our outreach efforts.  This presentation will offer highlights of our video outreach efforts, 
including excerpts from our two completed video projects, along with a premiere of our latest 
effort entitled, “Held in Trust: Tennessee’s Library and Archives.” 

Students & Teachers Belong in the Archives: Reaching Youth Audiences at the Tennessee 
State Library and Archives. 

Kelly Wilkerson, Tennessee State Library and Archives 

Cultivating the next generation of archives users is critical to the future of our organizations. In 
recent years, the Tennessee State Library and Archives has enhanced its outreach to 
Tennessee’s teachers and students in the K-12 environment and at the college and university 
level. Come to this session to learn about our outreach efforts and to explore ideas for reaching 
the youth audience in your own community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information Central: Archives, Education and Outreach 

Tennessee Archivists Annual Meeting 
Pickwick Landing State Park, Tennessee, October 21-23, 2014 

The Inn at Pickwick Landing State Park 

Please print this form and mail by October 2 to: 

Carol Roberts, STA Treasure 
MTSU Box 242 

130 East Main St. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132 

Make checks payable to: Society of Tennessee Archivists 

 

1. Personal Information  

Name and Title: 

Organization:  

Address, City, State, Zip Code: 

 

 

Phone Number, Fax Number:  

Email Address:  

Other Information (Special Needs): 

 

2. Registration Information  

Please Enter Amount on the Line to the left:  

$_________Annual Conference Registration, $100.00 (includes breaks and banquet)  

$_________Conference Banquet, $25.00 (additional guest price)  

$_________ Total  

 



Annual Meeting Accommodation 

 

The Inn at Pickwick Landing State Park 

 

The 2015 Annual Conference of the Society of Tennessee Archivists will be held at The Inn at 
Pickwick Landing State Park. Pickwick State Park’s inn offers an indoor pool and an outdoor pool 
exclusively for the cabin and inn guests. The park inn has 119 rooms each with a picturesque 
view of the lake as well as a gift shop, laundry facilities, meeting rooms, exercise rooms, 
outdoor and indoor pools and tennis courts, and Wireless Internet is available. The inn has a 
restaurant, The Captain’s Galley, which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. Reservations can be 
made by calling 800-250-8615 or 731-689-3135, or by going to: 
http://tnstateparks.com/parks/inn/inn-at-pickwick-landing. Please quote group number 6071. 

 

 

Driving directions to 116 State Park Rd, Pickwick Dam, TN 38365 

From I-40: Take State Route 22 South (Lexington #108 Exit) through Shiloh National Park. Then 
follow State Route 142 South to State Route 57 East. State route 57 will take you to the park.  

From Memphis: Get on I-40. Take TN-385 E/Bill Morris Pkwy and US-72 E to MS-2 E in Corinth. 
Take the MS-2 E exit from MS-2 E/US-45. Continue on MS-2 E. Take MS-350 E, Kendrick Rd and 
TN-57 E to Playground Loop in Hardin County. 

From Florence, AL: US 72 West to Iuka, MS. Take MS Route 25 West (turns into TN Route 57) to 
the park. 

 

 

http://tnstateparks.com/parks/inn/inn-at-pickwick-landing

