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Nashville Hosts
Southern Archivists Conference
March 26 -28, 2008

Tennessee was the host state and the Nashville Public Library (NPL) the site for the Southern Archivists Conference,
March 26-28. Over seventy archivists from Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee attended the biannual con-
ference which offered a rich and varied program. Kicking off the conference on Wednesday afternoon was the Pre
conference wor ks hloop4,0 nPLheottiongyr alpth4s0 by Technol ogies and For

and photograph historian Frances Robb. Thursdayés wor kshorg
as implementing EAD, and saving regional films. Tours of the Tennessee State Library and Archives and other local re-
positories, and dinner at the Caney Fork Fish Camp rounded out an otherwise actonpac ked day. Fridayé¢

sisted of workshops on starting digital collections, budget conscious digitization, and the SAC business meeting.
Alabama will host the 2010 Southern Archivists Conference. Make plans now to visit historic Montgomery and the
interesting and attractive Alabama Department of Archives and History. (See photos on pagdsand 5)

Irish Delegation Visits Sister City
Il n this | ssulgé Nashville

News and Notes 2 A delegation from Nashville's Sister City of Belfast, Northern Ireland,
President 6s M&s sl|a gv'§ited Nashville during March 9 -11, 2008. Delegation members included

; the Lord Mayor, Jim Rodgers; Councillors, Michael Browne and William
SAC .Meetlng Photos 4 Humphrey; Director of Development, Marie -Therese McGivern; Head of
Meet'”g News L 6 Economic Initiatives, Shirley McKay; and Cultural Tourism Officer,
Educational Opportunities 7 Carolyn Mathers. The delegationds it]
VP6s Message 8 nessee Governor Phil Bredesen and Nashville Mayor Karl Dean; a tour of
STA Committees for 2008 8 downtown Nashville; a meeting to discuss educational projects and com-
STA Announcements 10 munity exchange visits for youth with representatives from Sister Cities,
Ul st er Project, Metro Schools and tl
Youth; and the Celebration of Belfast Nashville Songwriters. (See Sister
City, page 6)

Left to right Laine
Sutherland, Tennessee
State Library and Ar-
chives; Keeper of Re-
cords at Public Record
Office of Northern Ire-
land; Aimee James,
Nashville Public Li-
brary; Councillor Jim
Rodgers, Lord Mayor
of Belfast; Councillor
William Humphrey.




News and Notes

STA Officers 2008:

Taffey Hall
President

Southern Baptist Historical Library an
Archives, Nashville, TN

Steve Cox
Vice-President

University of Tennessee At Chattanoopa

Chattanooga, TN

more news and notes on page 6

The History Press Seeks Authors

The History Press is looking for writers who are interested in preserving
sever

jtheir

areabs

heritage.

We publ i sh

Histories, American Chronicles and Vintage Images.
In Brief Histories, the history of a town or county is presented in a straight-

forward, readable style that will be accessible to all readers.

The books are

typically between 30,000 and 40,000 words long and contain around 50 -100
pictures.
American Chronicles books are compilations of history articles or historical

vignettes about interesting people, pla
: between 25,000 and 35,000 words long with 25-75 images.
Lucinda Cockrell The Vintage Images series are visually driven books that present the history
Secretary ) ) of an area through a collection of historic images. There are three different
Center for Popular Music, Middle types of Vintage Image books:
Tennessee State University -The fALostodo series comprises collectio
Murfreesboro, TN of a towndéds history that have been | ost
. on the bookds | ay o u+00.bintoductiens gnd saptibns o m 1
Amber Barfield combine for a total of approximately 15,000 words.
Treasurer -The APicturing the 20th Centuryo serie
Tennessee State Library and Archives put focuses on images of a town or county as it has grown and changed through
Nashville, TN the 20th century.
. -Finally, our 101 GIlimpsesdO books ar e
David R. Sowell highlights of an areaés history. As th
STA Archivist 101 pictures- as well as a short introduction and captions.
Tennessee State Library and Archivgs The History Press is a traditional publisher and handles all parts of the pub-
Nashville, TN lishing process, including financing, sales, editorial, design and printing, and
compensates its authors with royalties. For more information about us, please
Lori Lockhart visit our website at www.historypress.net.
Webmaster
Tennessee State Library and Archives If this publishing opportunity appeals to you, please contact Lee Handford
Nashville, TN at 843-577-5971 or atlee.handford@historypress.net. Ms. Handford would be
delighted to speak with you about our program and answer any questions.
Jim Havron

SAC Representative
Nashville Public Library
Nashville, TN

Jay Richiuso
Newsletter Editor and Designer
Tennessee State Library and Archive

Nashville, TN

n

Ashley Via
Assistant Newsletter Editor

John H. Thweatt
Archival Advancement Award

Do you know an individual, organization, or group that has done something

that has advanced archives or archival interests in Tennessee? It could be a
volunteer or volunteer group that has saved archival materials from destruc-
tion, an individual who has written a noteworthy book or collection guide, a

Tennessee State Library and Archives 9roup that has contributed time, talent, or money to a worthwhile archival en-
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deavor, or other such activities that advance archives in Tennessee.

If so, then you may want to nominate them for the John H. Thweatt Archival

Me

eting banquet.

Advancement Award. The award is named after longtime TSLA archivist John
Thweatt, and is presented during Tennessee Archives Week at the STA Annual

If you have a deserving nominee in mind, please send the nomination with

Susan Fletcher, Archivist

Dixon Pentecostal Research Center
260 11th Street NE

Cleveland, TN 37311
423-614-8576

any supporting documentation by October 10, 2008, to:



Presi dent 0s Message

Friends & Colleaguesi

Greetings! 2008 is proving to be an exciting year for the Society of Tennessee Archivists. Our organi-
zationds new website, l aunched in March, is receiyv
pand our membership base with new individuals joining STA each month. And we look forward to host-
ing former Acting Archivist of the United States, Dr. Trudy Peterson, as the keynote speaker at our an-
nual meeting in November. STA is YOUR organization and it is through YOUR dedication to the Society
that we continue to move forward.

Amid this |l ocal flurry of activity, I want to draw your
serving Americabés Historical Record (PAHR) Act, now befor
be distributed in the form of formula based federal grants for the preservation of historical records to states across Amer-
ica. The bill, introduced by Reps. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) and Chris Cannon (R-UT), would provide additional funds to
those already available through the National Historical Publications and Records Commission. Tennessee could see as

much as $900, 000 in additional grant money for historical
More information on the status of PAHR is available on the Society of American Archivists website at

www.archivists.org. |l encourage you to contact Tennesseebs Congress
tion.

Archival advocacy is important, and indeed essential, to developing our profession across Tennessee. | urge you to
join your colleagues in supporting these efforts today.

Kind regards i
Taffey

Taffey Hall, STA President

The Special Collections at the University of Tennessee at |
Chattanooga: New Digital Initiative

The Special Collections of Lupton Library, at the University of Tennessee at Chatta-
nooga, has begun a new digital initiative, which includes a new web site and several digi-
tized collections now available on the web. The new web site for the Special Collections
(http://www.lib.utc.edu/specialcollections.html ) provides informational pages about the
various collections, arranged by subject and discipline, as well as several collections com
pletely digitized.

These include the letters of Civil War General John T. Wilder (http://www.lib.utc.edu/
wilder -letters.html ), a Union general originally from Indiana, but who moved to Chatta-
nooga after the war and became a major industrialist of the South. The collection in-
cludes photographs of General Wilder as well as his letters to his wife during the war and
other military and post -war documents. Another online exhibit is the collection of South-
ern Literature Resources in the Special Collections (ttp://www.lib.utc.edu/Southern - |
Literature.html ), including letters from members of the Agrarian movement centered at “
Vanderbilt University in the 1930s.

Other new sites include early pictures of the university, including sports photos, General John T. Wilder
and blueprints of historic Patten Chapel, one of the campu
(http://www.lib.utc.edu/Current __-Online-Exhibits.html ). Digitized collections for the future will include Civil War Re-
sources in the Special Collections, as well as a site for Appalachia writer, artist and poet, Emma Bell Miles (18791919)
who lived on nearby Signal Mountain in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Contributed by Steve Cox, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Tennessee Archivist, Spring 2008


http://www.archivists.org/
http://www.lib.utc.edu/specialcollections.html
http://www.lib.utc.edu/wilder-letters.html
http://www.lib.utc.edu/wilder-letters.html
http://www.lib.utc.edu/Southern-Literature.html
http://www.lib.utc.edu/Southern-Literature.html
http://www.lib.utc.edu/Current-Online-Exhibits.html

SAC Meeting photos

Ken Fieth, MetreNashville Government Archives,
Jeanne Sugg, State Librarian and Archivist, and Steve
Cotham, McClung Historical Collection.

Frances Robb and Dr. Ellen Garrison.

SAC attendee with Professor Elizabeth Dow, and
Lucinda Cockrill.

-‘_'1- — ol

Nancy Argent, Rockefeller Archive Center, speaking
at the AWaking Up Cemetery Tou

Above and below rightThe attentive crowd at the
AWaking Up Cemetery Tourso

Photographs by Jim Havron
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SAC Meeting photos

Jennifer Brannon and Taffey Hall, STA President, work
the SAC registration table.

Laine Sutherland, Cathy Bordelon and Ryan
Semmes having dinner at the Caney Fork Fish
Camp.

Photographs by Jim Havron and David R. Sowell
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continued...

Attendees at the EAD workshop.

Above, below left and rightThe Friday SAC Busi-
ness Meeting.




