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Celebrating Success!  
Archives, Advocacy & Anniversaries  

 

STAôs Annual Meeting, Natchez Trace State Park 
November 7 -9, 2007  

      
     Natchez Trace State Park was the site of the Society of Tennessee Archivistsô Annual Meeting for 2007.  Overall, eighty
-eight members attended the meeting in West Tennessee. The meeting celebrated the Societyôs 30th Anniversary on 
Wednesday evening when early arriving members gathered to hear long-time members reminisce at the opening plenary 
session.  
     This yearôs meeting provided members with a number of opportunities for educational development on a range of top-
ics including Introduction to Exhibits, Archival Advocacy, Career Development, Acquisitions and Collection Develop-
ment, and Storage Issues. Renowned archival author and educator Dr. David B. Gracy II, from the University of Texas at 
Austin, delivered this yearôs Keynote address.                                                            (Annual Meeting  photographs on page 4 and 5)   

The Lake at Natchez Trace State Park                                                                                          Photograph by David R. Sowell 
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News and Notes  more news and notes on page 9  

John H. Woodard, Jr., 1957 -2007  
     Long-time STA member John H. Woodard of Knoxville, native of Nashville, passed 
away suddenly Tuesday, November 6, 2007, at his home. John was a graduate of 
David Lipscomb University, Nashville, and attended the University of Tennessee 
Graduate School, Knoxville. He was with the Knox County Records Department for 
eighteen years. John was also previously employed at the Tennessee State Library and 
Archives, Nashville.  He was an active member of the Navy League and  ARMA as well 
as STA.  John is survived by his parents John and Willena Wilson Woodard of Nash-
ville.  
     STA sent a memorial in Johnôs name to the Knoxville Navy League, and this re-
sponse was sent to all STA members by Johnôs parents: 
         "Thank you so much for the gift to the Navy League in memory of John.  He en-    
     joyed his membership in the Society of Tennessee Archivists and the many friends  
     he made.  Your sympathy and kindness will be in our memories. ñ  
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Military Treasures Abound at  
Upper Cumberland Veterans Hall  

 

Story from The Herald Citizen      
 

 There's the large hallway filled with photographs of local veterans and large display 
cases with historyðall among county archives almost 200 years old.   On most days 
the hall, located on the third floor of the Jackson County Courthouse, is quiet, but Vet-
erans Day is particularly special here. 
     On Veterans Day 2007, the UCVH hosted an open house honoring local veterans.  
"We will always have a service or open house with refreshments on Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day," said UCVH Director Glenn Jones. "We've had one the last four years."  
Also a Jackson County archivist, Jones has been involved in almost every aspect of the 
memorial since its beginning.  And, he said, this memorial is different from any other 
you may ever see.  
     "I just knew we needed a place to honor veterans and do it in a personal way," 
Jones said. "Usually there are just certain people displayed, and they might have the 
names, but you won't find everyone's pictures." 
     And by everyone, he means it. Each veteran is honored with a specialized frame, 
photo and description, and several are honored, uniforms and all, in large display 
casesðfrom local Civil War veteran Prettyman Jones to Wesley Tucker of Clay County, 
who died in Iraq in 2005.  
      The hall has come a long way since the first memorial was dedicated in February of 
2005. There are now 388 veterans and more than 30 of those showcases with full-
length military dressed mannequins. And, to add a more personal touch, the UCVH 
has added several scrapbooks of veterans to the collection, complete with old letters, 
photographs and family history.  ñPeople in the future might say, 'I'm related to that 
veteran,' and we'll have a book to show them. That makes it really personal," Jones 
said. "That's what makes our veteransô memorial different from others." 
     With so much interest and local history to gather from, the UCVH has certainly out-
grown its current space on the third floor of the courthouse.  The UCVH and its board 
of directors has been collecting fundsðthe  group is non-profit and relies heavily on 
donationsðto move the  memorial out of the courthouse and to a location where it can 
continue  to grow. "This is a great spot, but it's outgrown this location," Jones said.  
"People have donated guns, medals, flags -- we have things we can't even display be-
cause we don't have enough room." Jones said he would prefer the memorial be relo-
cated to a one-story building on 2 -3 acres so it would have even more room to expand 
in the future.  And although most of the people that come out to the Upper Cumber-
land Veterans Hall each year on Nov. 11 have a relative on displayðJones has sev-
eralðhe said it is important for everyone to pay tribute to our nation's heroes.  "Even 
if you don't know anyone or have a relative, it's still a touching feeling," Jones said. 
"Here, it's just about the regular soldier."  
      The Upper Cumberland Veterans Hall, located on the third floor of the Jackson 
County Courthouse, is currently accepting donations for its building fund.  
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Presidentôs Message  
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Friends and Colleagues ï 
 
Greetings and best wishes for 2008!  I canôt believe the holidays have already come and gone. 
 
     Iôm still one of those people who makes a list of New Yearôs resolutions.  Over the years, Iôve learned to 
keep my lists focused on goals that I really think I have a decent chance of accomplishing.  The time I 
vowed to drink less coffee only lasted about a week! 
     So short and simple, my New Yearôs resolutions for the most part center on nurturing the relation-
ships I have with friends and family.  I make promises to myself to send the special people in my life 

more cards, do a better job of remembering their birthdays and other significant occasions, take them out to lunch more 
often, and just tell them I love them more.  
     For me, the most rewarding aspect in serving as President of the Society of Tennessee Archivists is the opportunity it 
gives me to get to know each of you better.  I value the friendships I have gained from this experience more than I can 
ever begin to tell you.  Your emails and notes of encouragement and appreciation have been invaluable to me over the 
past two years. 
     I begin this New Year with great excitement and anticipation for advancing the archival profession in Tennessee.  I 
look forward to STAôs participation in the Southern Archivists Conference in March, to launching an enhanced website 
sometime soon, to building upon our membership base and recruiting student members, to celebrating Tennessee Ar-
chives Week, and to another stellar annual meeting.  These and other initiatives set our state apart as a leader in archival 
advocacy.  But more importantly, I look forward to continuing to build upon the friendships I have made over the past 
several years.  No one has ever loved a group of people like I love you.  I am both fortunate, and humbled, to serve the 
greatest community of Archivists in America!  
 
Warm regards, 
        
         Taffey 
 

Taffey Hall, STA President 

 

Stirring Up the Past: Revolutions in Tennessee Cooking  
 

"Tell me what you eat and I will tell you who you are."  
ðJean Anthelme Brillat -Savarin, 1825 

 
     An old Spanish Proverb declares, ñThe belly rules the mind.ò  On January 17, 2008, you are warmly invited to an ex-
hibit that will make your stomach rumble and spark your thought.   Mark your calendars for the debut of Stirring Up the 
Past: Revolutions in Tennessee Cooking, presented by the Tennessee State Library and Archives.  Tennesseans believe 
our home-cooking is the most tantalizing food in the South, and we are going to take you on a journey to see just how we 
have earned our indisputable reputation.  
     Prior to the current age, food preparation took months of planning and dedication.  Putting meals together was more 
than scanning directions on the back of the box; it required hard -earned wisdom and a lot of time.  For example, a vine-
gar recipe from the 1800s states, ñIt should be made in May to be ready for the fall pickling.ò  The exhibit will cover not 
only how food was prepared but also how the latest technology has transformed the face of modern day cooking.  The 
exhibit will delve into Native American cooking, Pioneer/Civil War cooking, Victorian cooking and cooking in the Mod-
ern Age.  Come join us for a nostalgic view of the way the original Betty Crockers got it done! Whether you eat fitness 
bars or indulge in Ben and Jerryôs, our exhibit will satisfy your hunger to know how food preparation originated.  Bring 
your intellectual appetite!  
     This exhibit will run through June 13, 2008. The Tennessee State Library and Archives is located downtown at 403 7th 
Avenue North, across from the State Capitol. The exhibit is free and open to the public. Limited street parking is available 
for visitors near the archives building.  
 
For further information about the exhibit, contact Lori Lockhart at (615) 253 -8713. 
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Annual Meeting continued... 

 Above, attendees at the ñIntroduction 
to Exhibitsò  
workshop.  

Left and below, AASLHôs Bethany Hawkins presenting  the 
ñIntroduction to Exhibitsò Pre-Conference Workshop B. 

Above and right, Genny Carter at the 
ñVolunteer Voicesò Pre-Conference Workshop 

Jeanne Bigger, Marice Wolf, and Sara 
Harwell at the Opening Plenary Ses-
sion.  Sara Harwell at the Opening  

 Plenary Session. 

Photographs by David R. Sowell 

Above, Mancil Johnson, Jim Neal, Sherry 

Kilgore, Jeanne Bigger and Marice Wolf, at 

the Opening Plenary Session. 

 Dr. Jim Neal at the  

Opening Plenary Session. 

Sherry Kilgore presenting at the 
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