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Extending Our Reach:  
Renovating and Innovating  

 

STAôs Annual Meeting, Dubose Center, Monteagle, Tennessee 
November 5 -7, 2008  

     Despite the economic downturn, over 40 archivists and guests from across Tennessee attended this yearôs Annual Meeting at the 

DuBose Center in Monteagle. Wednesdayôs pre-conference workshop on building oral history collections was presented by the 

Country Music Hall of Fameôs John Rumble, Director of Oral History Programs, and Steve Maer, audio engineer. Thursdayôs slate 

of sessions included the basics of preservation, finding funding for archives, ethical issues in archives, archival security, and issues 

and trends in photographs. A late afternoon tour of the campus and archives of the University of the South (Sewanee) and in the eve-

ning the annual meeting banquet which featured former acting archivist of the United States Trudy Peterson, capped off a full day of 

activities.                                                                                                                         (more annual meeting photos on pages 4 and 5)  
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News and Notes                                    (more News and Notes on page 7)  

Tennessee Archivist, Winter 2009  

Federal Agencies Collaborate on Digitization Guidelines  
 
     A dozen federal agencies are launching an initiative to establish a common set of 
guidelines for digitizing historical materials. Basing its efforts on a combination of 
collaborative research and combined experience, the Federal Agencies Digitization 
Guidelines Initiative will address a variety of issues related to the complex activities 
involved in the digitization of cultural items.  
     Two working groups have been formed, one addressing content that can be cap-
tured in still images, the other involved with content categorizing sound, video, or mo-
tion picture film. The initiative includes a new website, 
www.digitizationguidelines.gov  . 
     The Federal Agencies Still Image Digitization Working Group will focus its efforts 
on content such as books, manuscripts, maps, and photographic prints and negatives. 
The Federal Agencies Audio-visual Working Group will address standards and prac-
tices for sound, video, and motion picture film.  
     The agencies began meeting in 2007 to identify common practices for digitizing 
cultural heritage materials in a sustainable way. Establishing guidelines is expected to 
increase the quality and consistency of digitized documents and media that are made 
available to the public, streamline workflows, reduce costs, promote the exchange of 
research, and encourage collaboration across agencies. The guidelines will also pro-
vide common benchmarks for digitization providers and manufacturers.  
     The website currently features two documents developed by the Still Image Digiti-
zation Working Group. The first proposes a minimal set of embedded TIFF metadata 
for use in historical and cultural heritage digital imaging. The second two -part docu-
ment presents a taxonomy of digital image characteristics and provides correspon-
dence metrics and criteria to describe and validate imaging performance and quality. 
The website also provides a glossary of digitization terms and concepts, and presents 
digitization -related news and events on the subject from the participating agencies. 
     This collaborative effort initially formed under the sponsorship of the National 
Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program, a Library of Congress -
led program initiated by Congress in December 2000 to develop a national strategy to 
collect and preserve digital content. Additional information is available at:  
www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08 -177.html . 

Next TSLA Workshop, ñUsing Obituaries and Death Records 
in Genealogical Researchò Set for February 2009   

 
     The State Library and Archivesô next workshop will discuss the use of obituaries 
and death records in genealogical research. The workshop will be presented by TSLA 
staff member Gregory G. Poole, and will take place at TSLA on February 28, 2009, 
from 10:00 AM through Noon. The workshop is free and open to the public.  TSLA is 
located at 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville.   
     When doing genealogical research one of the first things genealogists or anyone 
searching for their ancestors should do is find clues in obituaries and death records. 
Obituaries and death records are hidden gems of information about people. They are 
the final report on the life of an individual and contain details about that personôs life 
that may not appear anywhere else. Obituaries often contain names of family mem-
bers, location of birth, church affiliation and other insights into an ancestorôs life.  
     This workshop will cover the basics of using obituaries and death records in genea-
logical research. Some of the topics included are: 
                                                                                                            (see Obituaries on page 7) 

Cover photographs, clockwise from upper left :  Attendees at a Thursday session; Ken Fieth, 

Metro Archivist; Nancy Williams; Taffey Hall, STA President; Leah High; the DuBose Cen-

ter; STA past presidents Doris Martinson, Jay Richiuso, Norma Myers-Riddle, Mancil John-

son, Taffey Hall (outgoing STA president), Carol Roberts; Center: Dr. Trudy Peterson.              

                                                                                                    Photographs by Jim Havron.  

http://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-177.html
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Presidentôs Message  

    Tennessee Archivist, Winter 2009  

     If you were unable to make this yearôs STA Annual Meeting at the DuBose Conference Center in Mon-
teagle, you missed a great couple of days of spectacular Indian Summer weather, peak fall colors, and a 
great learning experience at a charming locale with friends and colleagues.  We were fortunate to have, 
as our keynote speaker, Dr. Trudy Peterson, who gave a thought-provoking address on the importance of 
archives in human rights around the world, and an equally illuminating session on the secret police ar-
chives of Guatemala.  These two presentations gave us a new perspective on how archives can be used to 

realize, understand, and discover the truth about atrocities, and how archives can be instrumental in bringing to justice 
the perpetrators of these atrocities. Our Opening Plenary Session presented several of our former presidents who spoke 
eloquently about their experiences as president of STA and their membership over the years.  Our session presenters also 
gave outstanding sessions for the Society and we are grateful for their time and efforts, as well as the moderators who 
attended each session. I am also grateful for the help of the Arrangements Committee, who helped put this meeting to-
gether.  And, not to be forgotten, are the members of the Education, Nominating, and By-Laws Committees, who all con-
tributed to the meeting, and ensuring that STA runs efficiently.  We are very fortunate to have members who give their 
time and talents to the Society! 
     I am happy to assume the position of President of STA.  After having risen through the ranks, first as Newsletter Edi-
tor, then Vice-President, and now President, I feel fortunate to have followed Taffey Hall, who served an unprecedented 
two and a half years as President.  As a result, I am the President of a strong society. The society owes her a debt of grati-
tude for all sheôs done for us.   
     We are already planning this yearôs meeting, and if you were unable to attend the meeting in Monteagle, we hope to 
see you this year.  The meeting is scheduled for the Nashville Public Library, November 11-13.  In subsequent newsletters 
weôll have more information, and you can look for the registration information in the late summer/early fall newsletter 
for 2009.  
     In the meantime weôll be working on the many issues and projects that weôve taken on:  Outreach and Education. Stu-
dent Scholarships.  Awards and Recognition.  These projects take time and volunteers and we may be calling on you to 
help us!  If youôd like to volunteer, or to get involved, let any of the executive board members know, and weôll be happy to 
find a role for you.  
     You have a strong, dedicated Executive Board of STA.  I look forward to continuing my work with them this next year.  
Please feel free to contact me anytime if you have suggestions, questions, or concerns about STA.  I want to hear from 
you.  I wish you all a Happy New Year! 
 

Steve 
 

Steve Cox 
STA President 

National Archivist Allen Weinstein Resigns  
 

     On December 7, 2008, historian Allen Weinstein, Archivist of the United States, submitted his resignation to the 
President, effective December 19, 2008. Professor Weinstein, who has Parkinsonôs disease, cited health reasons for his 
decision. 
     Deputy Archivist of the United States, Adrienne Thomas, will serve as Acting Archivist until a new Archivist is ap-
pointed, in accordance with the National Archives governing statute, 44 USC 2103(c). 
In his letter to the President, Weinstein said ñDuring my tenure as Archivist, my team of colleagues and I have made sub-
stantial progress in achieving virtually all of our goals. Moreover, we at the National Archives have worked diligently and 
successfully on our primary mission of maximizing public access to the records of all three branches of government while 
protecting at all costs this agencyôs rock-solid nonpartisan integrity.ò The Archivist says that the time has come for him to 
address fresh challenges. 
     Weinstein was nominated by President Bush on April 8, 2004, and confirmed by the U.S. Senate on February 10, 
2005. Under the National Archives statute there is no specific term of office and the position is not intended to change 
hands automatically with the election of a new President. Among the major accomplishments the National Archives has 
seen under Weinsteinôs leadership over the past four years: 
 Å An increase in the annual appropriated budget for the National Archives from $318.7 million for fiscal year  
                 2005 to $411.1 million for fiscal year 2008;  
 Å Successful deployment of two National Archives Electronic Records Archives systems, including the EOP     
                 (Executive Office of the President) system, launched on December 6, 2008, which enables the transfer, ingest  
                 and reliable storage of unprecedented volumes of Presidential electronic records; 

 ÅInclusion of the once-private Nixon library into the National Archives system of Presidential libraries. Approxi - 
                 mately 320,000 pages and 363 hours of audio recordings related to the Nixon Presidency have been opened for  
                 research since 2005; 
                                                                                                                                                                             (see Weinstein on page 7) 
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Annual Meeting continued 

John Rumble talks to meeting atten-

dees about planning oral history 

projects. 

Steve Maer details the technical 

aspects of recording oral history. 

Ken Fieth, Metro Archivist and 

STA President 1995-1996, ad-

dresses plenary session attendees. 

Doris Martinson, Manager of the 

Knox County Archives and STA 

president 1998-1999. 

Carol Roberts, TSLA Director of Preservation 

Services lecturing on the basics of preserva-

tion. 

Top:  Oral history attendees. 

Center:  Mancil Johnson, Tennessee 

Technical University Archivist and 

STA president, 1997-1998. 

Bottom:  Attendees at the basic pres-

ervation session. 
Marsha Mullin, Chief Curator at the Hermit-

age, co-presents session on how to find fund-

ing sources and developing friends groups.   

Photographs by Jim Havron 


