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     The Society of Tennessee Archivists Annual Meeting was held on November 11-13, at the beautiful Nashville Public 
Library.  The theme this year was:  Archives 2.0:  Reinventing Archives for the Virtual Generation .  In continuing with a 
special feature first offered at last yearôs Annual Meeting, members and attendees had the opportunity to attend two pre-
conference workshops at no additional charge:  ñCollections Care Management 101,ò and ñWeb 2.0 (for Archivists and 
Others).ò Many took advantage of these opportunities and participated in these excellent classes. The Annual Meeting 
kicked off in full course the next day with four sessions to choose from:  ñCommunicating with your Usersò; ñTwitterò; 
ñDonôt Just Get What You Paid For!  Free Software and On-Line Applications for Archivistsò; and ñArchiving the Web.ò 

      Immediately after the lunch STA held its keynote address, with Secretary of 
State Tre Hargett giving a talk of archives and records, and their importance to 
Tennessee. Later that afternoon, we received a tour of the historic Downtown 
Presbyterian Church, led by Jim Hoobler of the Tennessee State Museum.  The 
banquet was later that evening at the church, and during the dinner we had a 
presentation from Nashville attorney Heather Hubbard on ñCopyright in the 
Virtual Age.ò  After the presentation, awards were given out:  Gordon Belt of the 
First Amendment Center Library in Nashville, and Mary Helms and Suzette Ra-
ney of the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Bicentennial Library were awarded 
John Thweatt Archival Advancement Awards; and Sarah Shippy Copeland, of 
MTSU, and Natalie Goodwin of UT-Knoxville were awarded student scholar-
ships. 
     There was a large roundtable discussion first thing the next morning, Novem-
ber 13, as we discussed issues relating to archives.  This was followed by the 
business meeting.  During the business meeting new officers for STA were 
elected, by acclamation:  President Jim Havron, of the Nashville Public Library 
and the Tennessee Conference of the United Methodist Church; Vice-President/
President-Elect Lucinda Cockrell, of the Center for Popular Music (MTSU) and 
Eric Head, Secretary, of the Knoxville County Archives.  The other officers have 
chosen to remain in their positions:  Amber Gilmer, Treasurer; Lori Lockhart, 
Webmaster; Ralph Sowell, Archivist; and Gregg Poole, SAC Representative.  
Steve Cox moves to Immediate Past President. 
     In all, another successful, productive Annual Meeting.  Kudos to Jim Havron 
for planning this meeting, and thanks to the Nashville Public Library staff, who  
participated or assisted in much of it.  Look for information in the future about 
the 2010 Annual Meeting.  The theme for this meeting is:  Archives in Jeop-

ardy: Maintaining Our Mission in an Uncertain World.  The location will be Middle Tennessee State University, Mur-
freesboro, November 10-12. The Executive Committee is already planning this event and should have more to announce 
in the next Tennessee Archivist.                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                            Submitted by  Steve Cox 
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Jeanne D. Sugg  
Tennessee State Librarian and Archivist  

Retires  
 

     State Librarian and Archivist Jeanne D. Sugg announced her retirement effective 
January 29, 2010. Jeanne began her tenure with the State Library and Archives in 
1984, when she was appointed Director of the Public Services Section by then State 
Librarian and Archivist, Dr. Edwin S. Gleaves. After serving for a time as Director of 
Public Services, Jeanne then went on to serve as Director of Technical Services (both 
Library and Archives) and as Assistant State Librarian and Archivist for Administra-
tion, a post she held until becoming State Librarian and Archivist in 2005.  
      Ms. Sugg has been an advocate for Tennessee libraries and, especially, the Tennes-
see Electronic Library, since becoming State Librarian and Archivist. Her career has 
spanned more than 40 years, and in addition to her 25 years at the Tennessee State 
Library and Archives, Ms. Sugg has served at Trevecca College, the Nashville Public 
Library, and at expatriate community libraries in Saudi Arabia.  
 

Secretary of State Tre Hargett Appoints  
Charles Sherrill State Librarian and Archivist  

 

     Charles Sherrill, a Middle Tennessean with 25 years of experience as a library ad-
ministrator, will begin his new job as State Librarian and Archivist Feb. 5, Secretary of 
State Tre Hargett announced this week. 
     The State Librarian and Archivist directs operations at the Tennessee State Library 
and Archives, the agency that collects, stores and displays state documents and re-
cords. The State Library and Archives (TSLA) also operates the Tennessee Regional 
Library System, provides training and support for other public libraries throughout 
the state and oversees the Tennessee Library for the Blind and Physically Handi-
capped, which offers free library services to people with disabilities. 
     ñI am pleased to have someone with Mr. Sherrillôs background and skills in this es-
teemed position,ò Secretary Hargett said. ñOur goal is to increase the awareness of the 
great programs available to Tennesseans through the State Library and Archives.  Our 
goal is to extend our outreach beyond our downtown Nashville location and I know 
Mr. Sherrill will provide excellent leadership and vision to not only TSLA, but also to 
libraries throughout our great state. I am sure Mr. Sherrill will build on the solid foun-
dation that has been laid by Ms. Sugg and I expect the transition to be a very smooth 
one.ò 
     Sherrill has served as director of the Brentwood Library since 2000 and also works 
as an adjunct faculty member at Jackson State Community College. Prior to taking 
over as director of the Brentwood Library, he was the director of public services for the 
Tennessee State Library and Archives. Before that, he served as director of the Cleve-
land Public Library in East Tennessee. 
     ñIt is an honor to be selected as the State Librarian and Archivist by Secretary Har-
gett,ò Sherrill said. ñMy predecessors in the post have been great leaders and I hope I 
will be able to continue their tradition of excellence. The most critical missions of the 
State Library and Archives are the preservation of and access to Tennesseeôs historical 
collections and the support and development of public libraries across the state. Many 
talented people are already working on these priorities ï and it will be my pleasure to 
join them. Advances in technology have made it possible to do more and reach more 
people with fewer overhead expenses and my hope is that we will find new ways to 
serve Tennessee residents better while saving taxpayer dollars.ò 
     Sherrill replaces Jeanne Sugg, who retired after a 20-year career with the State Li-
brary and Archives. Sugg held several administrative posts at the State Library and 
Archives before being appointed to the top job in 2005 by then-Secretary of State Ri-
ley Darnell. Secretary Hargett reappointed her last year. 
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Presidentôs Message  
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     Greetings to all! Another year is upon us, and many in our professional community have been 
weathering challenges of economic, bureaucratic, and technological varieties. As we discussed in 
Nashville a couple of months ago, a lot is changing in our professional world. (If you missed the 
meeting, please connect with others through one of our social networks and discuss the issues. We 
have a presence on Ning and Facebook.) At the risk of using clich®s, (okay, not ñrisk ofò but bla-
tant  use of) although we have a lot of challenges at this time there are also a lot of opportunities. 
     The last meeting theme was one of looking  at the challenges of the new ways that information, 
and therefore records, is created, disseminated, used and recorded. We had workshops and ses-
sion focused on these issues. The meeting this coming year will look at how we meet these chal-
lenges as we focus on those things that may place our collections, professions, or our theory and 
practice in jeopardy. I hope that during this year we will all join together to use the changes we 

discussed in November to help the public become aware of the need for archives and related professions and to collabo-
rate to better strengthen our work. We should always remember that, even though the way information is used and re-
corded changes, there will always be a need to preserve and provide access to and context  for that information if it is to 
be historically valuable. Archival practice and some theories may change, but the core role of the archivist will not. 
     During this next year I wish to try some new things. In addition to our usual committees, I wish to ask small groups of 
people with special skills or interests to form task forces or roundtables that can offer their expertise and insight to the 
membership through the appropriate officer, committee or general communication. Groups might include a technology 
task force, student roundtable, members of archives-related professional groups, or whatever we seem to need. We can 
take the advice and information provided by these specialists into account when making programming decisions and 
they can serve as resources for the membership, particularly those who are in isolated areas of the state or are working 
with small staffs or little in the way of other resources. If nothing else, these people will help me understand things bette r 
and help the executive committee stay better in touch with the membership and the profession. 
     I hope we all will try to renew efforts to use the technology available to keep in contact with each other and reach out 
beyond the traditional ways we have always done things if there is a new way that might make things easier and better. 
The Web and social networking, for example, allow us to communicate more readily and efficiently than in the past. I 
hope we will sign up and use the Ning network, connect through Facebook, and stay better connected with each other 
throughout the year. Committees and task forces with members from across the state can connect through the Web with-
out the need of driving time. We can invite people who might not otherwise be able to be present to join us. We may even 
want to consider offering a Webcast, an interactive, distance version of the annual  meeting to those whose resources will 
not allow them to attend. Surely not the same as being present in person, but if physical presence is not an option, then 
perhaps this is better than not being involved.  
     I particularly want to ask you to consider ways to reach out to potential  members of the profession, not just graduate 
students,  but undergrads who may wish to move our direction. Also to those who work in fields related to or working 
closely with archives and archivists.  
     I know that all may sound like just words. I hope not. I do know that when the Education Committee selected the 
themes for 2009 and 2010 meetings a few years back, it was not a coincidence that they chose the theme of being rele-
vant in this age followed by archives being in jeopardy. That was before the ñeconomic downturn.ò I appreciate their fore-
sight!  
 
Jim Havron    
 

President, STA 

The Mary Catherine Barnes Scholarship Fund  
 

     The Mary C. Barnes Scholarship Fund was established in 1998 by the Metropolitan Government Archives and the 
Friends of the Metro Archives for the purpose of providing monetary assistance to new archivists in Tennessee. 
     The scholarship provides monetary assistance to attend the biannual meetings of the Society of Tennessee Archivists. 
Applicants for the scholarship fund should be:  (1) Employed at least one year in an archives or a related field with archi-
val duties in a Tennessee city or county archives, library or historical society and (2) spend at least 50% of the work day 
in an archival domain as defined by the Academy of Certified Archivists. 
     Those wishing to apply for the scholarship should submit a letter of introduction, a current resumé and proof of em-
ployment which fulfills the above requirements (such as a job description) to C. Kenneth Fieth, Metro Nashville Archi-
vist, Metro Nashville Archives, 3801 Green Hills Village Drive, Nashville, TN  37215. 
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Annual Meeting Photographs  
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more Annual Meeting Photographs  
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