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Meeting Organizer, and 

current President, Ralph 

Sowell, with mayorôs proc-

lamation at STA Annual 

Meeting. 
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scholarship winners at the Annual Meeting: Macon Linton 
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STA Officers 2014 

 

Ralph Sowell 

President 

Tennessee State Library  

and Archives 

Nashville, TN 

 

Susan Knight Gore 

Vice-President 

Historical Foundation of the  

Cumberland Presbyterian Church  

Memphis, TN 
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Secretary 

Middle Tennessee State University 

Murfreesboro, TN 

 

Carol Roberts 

Treasurer 

Tennessee State Library  

and Archives 

Nashville, TN 

 

Lori Lockhart  

Webmaster 

Tennessee State Library  

and Archives 

Nashville, TN 

 

Kathleen I. Smith 

SAC Representative 

Vanderbilt University  

Nashville, TN 

 

Andrea Fowler 

Newsletter Co-Editor  

Trevecca Nazarene University 

Nashville, TN 

 

Steven Cox 

Newsletter Co-Editor  

University of Tennessee  

at Chattanooga 

Chattanooga, TN 

Editorôs Message 

Steven Cox 

In the movie ñGodfather IIIò Al Pacinoôs 

character, Michael Corleone, says ñJust 

when I thought I was through, they pull me 

back in!ò  I feel a little that way é.except I 

wasnôt pulled back in- I more or less  

jumped at my own free will- and I never felt ñthroughò with STA.  

Ok, I guess thatôs not a good analogy, but itôs in every manôs DNA 

to quote the Godfather movies whenever possible. But I am back, 

again as co-editor of the newsletter, having done it several years 

back.  And I am happy to be back.  I will be co-editing with Andrea 

Fowler, archivist at Trevecca Nazarene University in Nashville, 

who will be joining me when she gets back from maternity leave, 

after giving birth last month.  Congratulations, Andrea!  

STA is strong and vibrant, Iôm happy to say, especially with new, 

active members, and strong leadership.  I am encouraged at what 

Iôve seen and heard these past several years and look forward to the 

future. With the Southern Archivists Conference later this spring in 

New Orleans (see page 7) and this fallôs STA Annual Meeting, re-

turning to Memphis for the first time since 1995, there is plenty of 

opportunity for us to get out and network and learn with each other.  

Make plans now to take advantage of it!  

 

Steve Cox 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 
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Presidentôs Message 

Ralph Sowell 

As we close out 2013, the Society has concluded a successful conference in 

Clarksville, Tenn., and we look forward to many events in the new year.  My 

thanks to all who participated in the annual conference ï all our session pre-

senters; Mayor Kim McMillan, Dr. Cal Lee, who presented an outstanding 

workshop session on born digital records; Jill Hastings-Johnson, Montgom-

ery County Archivist, and the staff at the MCA for their wonderful open 

house; the staff at the Riverview Inn Conference Center, whose professional-

ism and hospitality was most appreciated; Bill Parker and the staff at Fort  

Defiance Civil War Park and Interpretive Center; Dr. Richard Gildrie,  APSU History Department 

(retired) for his insightful history behind Fort  Defiance; Greg Poole and Trinity Episcopal Parish for 

their historical tour; Dr. Mike Birdwell, Tennessee Technological University, for his wonderful banquet 

address on research at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and the Warner Brothers Ar-

chives. Also, Iôd like to thank the Phi Alpha Theta History Honor Society, Theta Delta Chapter at Austin 

Peay State University for their participation.  Now, on to West Tennessee for 2014. 

My goal for the Society in the coming year is to provide outreach for all members, organizations and af-

filiations in our State. We cannot depend on governments or businesses to fund our activities and we 

must band together and pool our talents to aid those who need our help. STA has an impressive base of 

intelligentsia. Through social media and contacts, we should make our talents available, not only to pro-

mote our trade, but to assist in time of disasters and sequesters.  I urge all members to visit and subscribe 

to our Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest apps and our underutilized blog on the societyôs website 

(www.tennesseearchivists.org) .  

On the horizon, the Southern Archivists Conference will hold itsô biennial meeting in New Orleans in 

May 2014.  

(continued on page 8) 
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2013 STA Annual Meeting Revisited 

Vice-President Ralph Sowell receiving proclamation from 

Clarksville, Tennessee Mayor Kim McMillan 

Clarksville, Tennessee, October 16-18, 2013 

2013 Thweatt Award Winners  

President Eric Head presenting Thweatt Award to  

Carol Roberts, of TSLA President Eric Head presenting Thweatt Award to  

Susan Knight Gore, of the Historical Foundation of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Memphis  
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2013 STA Annual Meeting Revisited 

Clarksville, Tennessee, October 16-18, 2013 

Melissa Barker, Houston County archivist, receiving the 

Mary Catherine Barnes Scholarship, sponsored by the Friends 

of the Metro Nashville Archives.  Presenting the scholarship 

to Ms. Barker is Ken Fieth,  Director of the Metropolitan 

Government Archives of Nashville and Davidson County.  

Greg Poole, of Austin Peay State University, greeting 

members on the tour of the historic Trinity Episcopal 

Parish in Clarksville. 

Joon Powell of TSLA Digital Workgroup receives a spe-

cial prize quilt from Lori Lockhart, TSLA, after Lockhartôs 

presentation ñPieces of the Past: What Quilts Can Tell Us 

About Our Ancestors.ò  
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